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Planet (not Earth) W
hile you can see a 

few
 w

ith your eyes alone, look through a 
telescope for a real treat!

I saw
…

R
ed Stars Did you know

 stars are different 
colors? See if you can find a red star. 
(Don’t be fooled by M

ars!)

I saw
…

A M
oon Earth’s M

oon is the easiest 
thing to find, if it’s up! Did you know

 you 
could see som

e m
oons of other planets 

w
ith binoculars? 

I saw
…

O
pen C

luster O
nce you find this loose 

group of stars, you’ll w
ant to see m

ore 
w

ith binoculars or a telescope.

I saw
…

Star w
ith Planet O

ur Sun is not the only 
star w

ith planets. You can even see 
som

e of these stars tonight.

I saw
…

There are m
any objects visible in the 

sky w
ithout any help from

 binoculars 
or telescopes. If you know

 w
here to 

look on a clear dark night, you can           
find these things w

ith your eyes alone:

W
here D

o Stars and Planets C
om

e From
?

The U
niverse is a huge cosm

ic recycling factory, constantly creating stars and planets. 
H

ere’s how
 it w

orks:
Stars are born in clouds of gas and dust, like those seen in the star nursery. M

any of these stars, 
like our Sun, are born nurturing planets and m

oons in orbit around them
. As they becom

e “teen-
agers,” they blow

 off the gas and dust surrounding them
, and are found grouped together in open 

clusters. Eventually they take off on their ow
n (or as double stars and som

etim
es in groups of 3 

or m
ore!). A star like our Sun stays quite stable for a very long tim

e. But as it nears the end of its 
life, it gets big and bloated, becom

ing a red giant star. As this giant star dies, it throw
s off gas and 

dust and form
s a planetary nebula.

The biggest stars are rare and live short lives that end differently from
 all other stars. They finish 

their lives in a giant explosion called a supernova. This flings gas and dust into the surrounding 
space, eventually creating a new

 star nursery and starting the process again. The calcium
 in our 

bones and iron in our blood w
ere once part of these large stars!
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	Insert Your Club Info Here: If you don't see all of the objects on the Treasure Hunt tonight, ask us when you can see more. Find astronomy clubs and upcoming events near you with the NASA Night Sky Network: nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov  


